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1.

™e Fruuze Military Academy (Voeniya Akademiye imeni Frumze) during

= Jid Wer L1 had 1te name cheanged to Frunze Red Banmer Military Ac \cadeny

{¥omniys Krosna Znemeniya Akademiya imeni Frunze). It is still !195__37
referred to by the latter neme. Until 1931, Frunze was a aschool teach-
ing genecal staff, as well as staff, subjects. In that year ite level
was lower ol to that of a school instructing staff officers, with a
regultant decrease in emphasis on such subjects as military geography
and wili<ary history. In 1931, the General Steff Acsdemy (Akedemiya
Geperzluova Shteba) was opened in Moscow. After World War II it became
known &8 the General Staff Academy imeni Vorcshilov. This should not be
confused with another military school in Moscow also mamed after Voro-
shilov - the Military Academy of Chemical Defense imeni Veorcshilov
(Voeniye Akedemiya Chimicheski Zachiti imeni Voroshilova).

The building which now houses the Frunze Military Academy wes built

in 193k. It iz a white concrete structure of 10 floora. Two mavhle
tanks are 10 be seen as one enters the bulldirg, one on zach side,

Iz addition, there are three floors below the groumd floor., These lower
floors bouge the dining room; cloak rooms, and stores. Frumze is Jocated
on Plushikhe near the Smolenskoi Rinok (Smolensk Market - really a square)
in Mogecow. It wae & very large school, ie in 1940, for essuple, there
were six thousand students.

There were more than one thousend instructors (prepodovateli) at Prucze.
Of these, only sbout six were professors. To become & profesgsor one had
to write a resesarch psper and defend the thesis. Academic ravks at
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Frunze were: professor, docent, senior imstructor (starshi prepodovatel),
instructor (prepodovetel), and junior instructor (mlachshi prepodovatel).
A senior imstructor had 10 instructors and junior inmstructors under him,
Bach senior instructor specialized and prepared the texts (tactical prob-
lems and solutions). A senior ingtructor taught the other imstructors,
but did not teach the studeuts., The excepticn was that a senior instructor
deliversd introductory lectures to = whole "kurs" (course), composed of
40O students. There were about £00 instructors and jumior imstruetors.
Most of the instruction was given in the field, with maps being used.
There were 15 students to a group. Frunze had buses which took the groups
outside of Moscow. Usually the route was westward along the Podolski
Chauseée, ’
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4, The student attended Frunze for three years. Classes were in session
nine months out of the year, from 1 September until 1 June. During the
June-August period, Junior students attended field exercises, while
senior students made field trips to fortified border zones. Students
attended classes eight hours e day, six days a week, In addition, the
did homework. The word "kurs" (course) had two meanings at Frunze. {3
meaning was academic year. "Kurs" also meant 400 students. Therefor: .
in any one academic year ("kurs") there were four or five "kursi" (grc 3
of 400 students each). Subjects were divided into three "teikli® (cycicza,
or groups): Tactics (imcluding Geography), History, and Languages.
Geography was studied about two hours per week. History (which at Fruaze
after 1931 only included History of World War I ard History of the Russian
Civil War) took up two or four hours per week. Languages (2 student tooi
oxe language) consumed two hours per week, as did close order drill
(stroevii mniatie). All the rest of the time was devoted to Tactics.

The equivalent of only one day ocut of six was devoted to norn-tactical
subjects, Political training was not given at the Academy. All officers
had to join "voluntarily" political instruction groups on their own time.
" The groups met twice a week, two hours each time. The tactical cycle

bad rether an unusual (compared to military academies in other countries)
orgenization. It bad 10 "Kafedri' (Faculties): Infantry Tactics (from
500 to 600 instructors), Cavalry Tactics (3 or U4 instructors, who st
times also taught Infantry subjects) Tank Troops (30 imstructors),
Artillery (30), Airborne Troops (30), Engineers (6), Communications (6).
Chemical Troops (6), Combat Intelligence (Voeskovoi Razvedka - 30 in-
gtructors. This was qulte different from training for intelligence
obtained by agents - Agenturnaye Razvedka - which was taught at the

50X1 Spetsghkola j }, and Rear (Til - supply end tramsportation;
considered very important). In 1941, thought was given to adding two
more Faculties: PVO (Proti-vozdushnaeya Oborons -~ Antieircraft Defense,
which included AA artillery and other activities in conmection with
defense against aircraft) and Camouflage,(Maskirovka). PVC,normally
& part of Artillery and Camouflage,was under the Engineers. However,
beginning in June 1941, in the Soviet Army PVO became a separate branch,
and camouflage activities designed to provide protection ageinst air-
craft came under PVO.

5. ‘The mequence of tactical studies was as follows: first year - Rifle
Platoon (two or three weeks), Rifle Company (two months), Rifle Bat-
talion {rest of the year); second year - Rifle Regiment (four and one-
half months), Division (four and one-half months; and third year -
Corps (most of the academic year, included some divisional studies),
Army (2t most two months). The three units most emphasized were bat-
talion, regiment, and division. Instruction was organized as follows.
Teke the Rifle Regiment as an exemple, which was taught for four and
one-half months. All the "Kafedri" adjusted their instruction to fit
this schedule. Lerge textbooks with tactical problems and solutions
were prepared. The Rifle Regiment was studied in three types of action:
In Attack, in Defense, and Meeting Engagement.

Pag i c'gg;,, .
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6. Prior to 1931, vhile Frunze was still a General Staff school, it

offered a course referred to as VAK (Vishii Akedemichiskii Kursi pri

50X Akademii Frunze - Superior Academic Courses at the Frunze Acadenmy) .
It vas

only for general officers snd consisted of General Staff studies. One
50X1 could also obtain & diplome from Frunze, which of course helped advance

’ one'’s military career, by n‘xeans of corregpondence courses
50X1
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7. General-Army /ssme as full general in the US Amg Victor Tesvetalev
is now @95 the head (nachalnik) of the Frunze Militery Academy. In
1941 he was hesd of the Faculty of Infentry Tactics and a general-
lieutenant [sa.me ag & major general in the US‘Armﬁ . Prior to 1937,
Commandarm 1-vo Ranga Equivalent to the subsequent Soviet rank of Gen-
aralfArmﬁ {fnu) Kork was head of the Academy. He was executed in
June 1937, along with Msrshal Tukhachevsky. He was succeeded by
General-Lieutenant (fnu) Khozin, who later was promoted to general-
colonel [same as lieutenant general in the US Ammy/. In August 1941,
Khozin was made Chief of the Central Pront (Rear), opposite Moscow,
©  Thig post, in Russian, was called Nachalnik Tila Centralnova Fronta.

50X1 | | As head of the Acs  ay

50X1 he wag unpopular, harsh, blustering, and rude to his subordinates.

would describe him as almost stupid. Khozin, prior to 1937, had command:

50X1 an infentry division. was a Communist Party menber. | \

sox1 \ General-Lieutenant (fnu) Verovkin was
esslstant chief (zamestitel nachalniki) of the Academy. It was ne who
really ran the school. He was & nice person, a talented officer; and
hed been at the Academy since at least 1931. Prior to that, he had com-
manded cavalry troops. Verovkin hed been an officer in the Russian

50X1 ’LEMLMJQLW vas & Communist Party member. |

50X1 ‘ He evacusted the remnants of the teaching staff
of the Academy to Tashkent, where it continued to function, with Verov-
kin in charge, during World War II.

8. Other prominent officers on the staff of the Frunze Military Academy
a8 of 1941 were:

@ Colonel (fnu) Belov - a senior imstructor in the Paculty of Cavalry
Tactlcs, is now a Marshal, He was the only cevalry commander +o
attain such rapk during World War II.

{} General-Lic.tenant {fnu) Sholokov - head of the Cavalry Faculty.
He died i 1941. .

(c) ger-ral-Lieutenant (fnu) Chistiskov - head of the Artillery Faculty,
is wow Marshal of Artillery.

50X1 @) Colonel {fnu) Rotmistrov - & senior imstructor in the Faculty of
Tenk Troops, 18 now Mershal of Tak Troops. |

50X1 \ |

(e) Colonel (fou) Vorobiov - head of the Faculty of Airborne Trcops.

(f) Colonel (fnu) Leoshenia - head of the Engineers Faculty, he is now
a8 General-Major Zia.me ag & brigadier general in the US Am@? and
head of the Engineers Faculty of the General Staff Academy.

@) Colonel (fmu) Botvinik - head of the Faculty of Chemical Troops
and brother of the chempion chess player.

(h) Colonel (fnu) Diachenko - head of the Combat Intelligence Faculty,
he was killed during World War II.

6.) Colonel (fnu) Zaitsev - head of the Faculty of the Rear (Til).

(j) Colonel {fnu) Vaganov - a senior instructor in the Faculty of the
Rear and the one who really ran it. He was the Soviet Army‘’s out-
standing expert on functions of the rear. He wazs evacuated with some

of the other members of the Academy to Tashkent. _,.3._ 3¢
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